EXCAVATIONS IN ROMAN LONG MELFORD

APPENDIX

NOTES ON THE INFANT INHUMATION
by Calvin Wells

This consists of the well-preserved skeletal remains of a single infant. Identifiable are: about
three dozen fragments of cranial vault; parts of the orbital margins; both petrous temporal
bones; the sphenoid and a few other cranial elements including damaged jaw fragments.
Post-cranial remains include: about ten vertebral fragments; some pelvic elements; about
30 pieces of rib; damaged humeri and forearm bones; L. and R. femora, tibiae, and fibular
fragments; a few small splinters of hand and foot bones.

There is little that can be said about these remains. The femoral and tibial (dlaphyseal)
lengths are 78.2mm and 69.gmm respectively. These measurements would be appropriate
for a newborn infant or even for one which had been born up to about three weeks prema-
turely. On balance, however, the likelihood would be that this was a small, full-time baby,
either stillborn or one which had died within a few days of delivery.~

There is no evidence as to what caused death. The cranial vault is fragmented but no
evidence exists to suggest that this is the result of ‘battered baby syndrome’. There is no
evidence that fracture of a humerus or dislocation of its epiphysis had occurred. This is some-
times seen as a result of forcible delivery in cases of breech presentation of the foetus — which
might account for a stillbirth.
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